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PUFFER PUFF'D. 


SIR, 


Shall make no Apology for troubling you with 

the following whimſical Piece. I know you are 
amuſed generally with any Thing that carries with 
itan Air of Singularity, and as this is, both for its 
Matter and Manner, fuch as I judged would be en- 
tertaining to a Man that is pleaſed with Curioſities of 
this Kind, I have ventured to ſet down, as minutely 
as I can recollect, and tranſmit to you, the following 
Viſion, or Dream, if you ſo pleaſe ; for I was under 
the Dominion of Sleep, when I was preſented with 
the extraordinary Scene, of which I am going, as well 
as I can, to make a Deſcription. But I am firſt to 
acquaintyou, that I had ſome little Time before been 
peruſing, in a publick Paper, one of thoſe Advertiſe- 
ments, ſo generally admired, and ſo frequently pub- 
liſhed by the renowned OR H--LY. And, after 
having for ſome Time been revolving in my Mind 
divers uncommon Circumſtances relating to that 
great Man, and thinking with ſome Attention upon 
the Merits of his ſeveral Performances, and eſpecially 
that capital Work of his, lately publiſhed under the 


' juſt and proper Title of the Coup de Grace, inſenſi- 


bly fell into a profound Sleep: and, as the Imagina- 
tion is generally buſy about the laſt waking Object 
that preſents itſelf, eſpecially if it ſtrike forcibly up- 


On 
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on.the Mind, as to me it happened, I had the Dream 


you are now going to be entertained with. 
I thought, that, as Iwas accidentally paſſing by the 

Corner of Linco/ns-1nn-Fields near Clare-Market, I 

obſeryed zvaſt;Cpncourſe of People, crowding with 

uricommon Earneftneſs; about the Doof of an odd 12 

kind of Temple, ſuch asI conceived might have been 

erected in earlier and more idolatrous Times, to the 

Honour and Worſhip of the great Baal. Their 

whole Attention was directed toward ſomething that 

was going to be tranſacted within that Place of A- 

bomination : and they ſeemed, by the Chearfulneſs 

and Feſtivity that was viſible in their Countenanees, 

to be in high and greedy Expectation, of ſome very 

amuling Event. I, curious to enquire into Cauſes, 

mixed myſelf with the Herd, and preſently fell into 
Diſcourſe with ſome of thoſe that ſtood about me. I 

ſoon learnt the Occalion and Meaning of {6 extra- 

ordinary an Afſembly ; which was, the Demiſe of 

wr great and excellent Genius O--x' H-Ly. He 
d neyer recovered, it ſeems, the Fright Which the 


dreadful News of a future State had lately put him 
into and died not long after in the higheſt Agonies 
of Be air. . I was informed further, that a high 
Court of Juſtice had been ereCted, to fit and deter- 
mine upon the Caſe and Merits of the fad O-t:; 
and the Expectation of the Sentence which was te 
be pronounced upon tlie Iflue, Was the Cauſe of 
charremarkable Attention and Brong Impatitnee 1 
had obſeryed in the By-ſtanders : That as ſoon as 


the Temple could be cleared of its Pollutiots, the 

Court would begin to ſit in Form, and examine 

Witneſſes : that they had for that Purpoſe ordered 
3 | 
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an exact and diligent Search to be made, and their 
Beadle or Head-tip-ſtaff to drive forth of tlie Tem- 
ple and execute — upon, an infamous Crew 
of Miſereants, which the Orator always kept about 

his Perſon, When living, as his Guard, his 1 8 
nions, and the Puffers of his Praiſe. 

J had ſcarce received this Information, whit; 
turning ſuddenly about, upon hearing a moſt hideous 
and horrid Din, I directed myEye towards the Inte- 
rior Temple, and was greatly aſtoniſhed at the Sight 
of a flaming Sword, brandiſhed in the Air, and 

caſting forth dreadful Flaſhes, as ſudden and bale- 
ful as thoſe of Lightning. Inftantly, upon the di- 
yiding of the Crowd to make Room for what ſhould 
come forth, I perceived a Troop of Miſerables, 
pale and trembling, and endeavouring to eſcape 
the Purſuit of that terrible Miniſter of Vengeance, 
who held the flaming Sword, and was directing his 
Aim, and dealing his Blows amongft them, with all 
the Marks of Severity and Indignation. There was 
Treaſon and Rebellion, Atheiſm. and Blaſphemy, 
Infidelity and Ignorance, 'Falſe-teſtimony, Deceit, 
Perjury, and a thouſand other horrid Shapes, whoſe 
Names it would be tedious to enumerate. 
I was under ſome Aſtoniſiiment, I remimber; 
that I did not ſee Hypocriſy amongſt the reſt; but I 
ſoon recovered. from my Surpriſe, when, examining 
narrowly thoſe that paſt, I diſcovered him with a de- 
mure Sneak, and holy Leer, endeavouring to ſculk 
and flip away, under the ſanctifted Appearance of 
the Reverend Mr. 'G—ge . -d. 

One Thing I could not obſerve without Amaze- 
ment, which was, that, though the Strokes given 
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to backs of the Wretches, as Felony; Perjury, and 
ſome others of low Degree, were generally aimed 
with the utmoſt Propriety, and ſuch ExaGtneſs as 
always'to become mortal; yet, that when the Sword 
was directed at Treaſon, and a few more of a deep. 


er Dye, it either was retarded 1 in its Deſcent, and 


fell not with its full Force; (not cutting Sheer, but 
juſt raſing the Skin, or lightly drawing Bled) or 


elſe glanced ſuddenly aſide upon ſome Object near 
Hand, without any! urt to the Criminal i it ought 
to have laid flat. 

What became of check * their! Expull ion and 
the Execution done upon them I could not learn. 
Only Treaſon (after having paid his Compliments 
to one, whom he diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of the 
Crowd as his moſt intimate Acquaintance, and 
whom, by his Gatb, the Prominence of his Cheek- 
bones, hid his ſandy Complexion, I cafily knew to 
be the Genius of S ſhpt into a Conch, and im- 
mediately repaired; though now in a ſomewhat 
more plauſible Shape, to receive at the - the 

tulations, upon his narrow Eſcape, of his 
Friend the E- of Cie, the late L- d Pr. t 
of Ed—-gþ his high Ally, and his Couffn- German 


Sr Lad Fox of Lt. 


The Court had by chis Time gone dirouph the 
Examination of a ſufficient Number of Witneſles, 
and were juſt proceeding to Sentence, when a duſky 
Meſſenger from the Regions below was introduced, 
and informed the Gourt, that in Bar of awarding | 
Sentence, his infernal Maze deſired to be heard 
by his Counſel. This Nec was no ſooner made, 
chan complie with; _= the whole Court, Judges, 
| | Jury, 
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Jury, and Advocateson both Sides, paid always a 
great Deferenee and Veneration to that Monarch) 
And his Majeſty's Attorney-General immediately 
entered upon his Plea, * He ſeemed to be very 
certain 2 the Sentence that was to be pronounc- 
«ed, of the Condemnation of the Criminal, and 
« his Tranſmiſſion to the Placerof eternal Puniſh 
“ ment in the Shades; but ſaid, his Inſtructions 
« were, to inform the Court, that if they had any 
<« fort of Regard for his Diabolical Highneſs,' or 
<* any Conſideration for the Well-being of his Sab- | 
q 5 or the Security of his Kingdom, they 
c would endeavour to find out ſome — Method 
* of Puniſhment, and Place of Exile, for the infa- 
“ mous Caitiff upon whoſe Trial they had been 
te ſitting, and — Sentence remained now to be 
4 pronounced. That ſince the Arrival of the 
Hoctors, Oates and Sachererell, with ſome others, 
condemned and ſentenced to Hell by their re- 
1 ive Judges, Plots and Mackinaiions, Parties 
6 Sad Factions, had kept his Majeſty in perpetual 
Alarms; . the Conſtitution of his 
“ Kingdom, and well nigh overturned the Govern- 
<« ment.” Adding, that he knew ſo well the Genus 
«: of the Criminal under preſent Conſideration, that 
ehe had determined, in this manner to petition 
< the Court, in order to prevent the total Subver- 
« ſion f his Empire, That he was fo perfectly 
* acquainted with his turbulent Diſpoſition — 
<« reſtleſs Spirit, that ſhould the intended Sentence 
ce take Place, they muſt ſoon expect to hear of an 
« Addition to Hell's wild Upon, and of We 


© ON ite nee : 299 02 1 
| l The 


= 


. w ˙⁰ oo, 


— _ — — — — 
— —— =_ 


The Plea was without Heſitation adinitted; and 
the Court had how begun to enter upon a freſh 
Conſultation, how to diſpoſe of the Criminal; when 
they were informed by their Cryer, that a Depu- 
tation from his Holineſs Pope 4/exander the ſixth, 
and ſome others of his triple-crown'd Brethren, the 
Governors and Directors of the Affairs of Purga- 
tory, headed by their Eminences the Cardinals Ba- 
ronius and ee wared without, and begged 
to be admitted,” 

Their Requeſt was muh the ſame with the for- 
mer; and they urged with great Force the Ineffica- 
cy of the Fires of Purgatory to do away Sins, ſo 
numerous, ſo foul, and of ſo deep a Dye. Beſides 
that the peſtilential and contagious Blaſts might in- 
jure thoſe poor Spirits that had been already anneal- 
ed, and by baleful Communication again befoul 
what had with ſo much Torture been rendered white, 
and was emerging pure from the Furnace. 

This too was found reaſonable by the Court, 204 
the Ambaſſadors diſmiſſed to their Satisfaction. The 
Judges, who had been thus twice precluded were 
now in great Streights, and under a terrible Dilem- 
ma what to do, or how to direct the condign Pu- 
niſhment of ſo inveterate a Malefactor. Several O- 
pinions were canvaſſed, divers ſentences propoſed, 
but without their being able to fix upon any Thing. 

Some were for ſending him to the other Side of 
te Globe, that he might linger out a tedious Ba- 
niſhment amongſt the Antipodes: but one in the 
Court of diſtinguiſhed Learning and Virtue,defired, 
as a particular Favour, that he might be permit- 


il ted. to beg off that People, upon account of a pro- 
-:8 3 bable 


* 


bable Opinion that they formerly had been ac- 
quainted with Johannes Picus of Mirandula . 
Others were for tranſporting him to one of our 
American Colonies, under the Government and Di- 
rection of G- 7--s O---pe. But the Court at laſt 
over-ruled that and all other Propoſals that had 
been made, and to put an End to the Debate, or- 
dered, that he ſhould be immediately put under the 
Cuſtody of the D--y L--t of the T---; and G—1 
N- was immediately ſent for to come and take 
Charge of the Criminal. - 

As ſoon as he appeared, the Court ſignified to 
him the Occaſion of their Meſſage to him: they re- 
quired him, upon their Authority, to take particular 
Care to execute well, and to the full Intent and 
Purport of the Inſtructions he ſhould receive, the 
Office he was now directed to take upon him: that 
he ſhould be remarkably diligent in diveſting himſelf 
of every idle and unprofitable Virtue, as Generoſi- 
ty, Complacency, Good-Manners, and the like: but 
above all to ſteel his Heart againſt all Approaches 
of Remorſe, and every Motive to Compaſſion: that 
could they diſcover in him the Remains of but a 
ſingle Virtue, they could by no means conſent to 
put into his Hands, a Priſoner, who deſerved not the 


leaſt Abatement or Mingation „ of the ſevereſt Sen- 


tence. 77 
The - e them his Compliments of 


Thanks for the Honour they did him, and the 


Confidence they ſeemed to repoſe in him: he pro- 
miſed for himſelf with all Solemnity not to forfeit 


Johannes jacet hic Mirandula ; cætera norunt 
Et Tagus et Ganges: 10 & Antipod:s. Epigram. * 
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tie good Opinion the y might have conceived: and 
deſired that his Character and Reputation, or, what 
ne prized far beyond them both, his Gold, might 
be put to anſwer for his Fidelity. He ſaid he had 
long ago qualified himſelf in as high a Degree as 
wy could poſſibly expect from him, and that were 

to cauſe the moſt accurate Enqu iry to be made 


into Countries the moſt ſavage of the known World, 


and tamble from the Cupe of God Hope to the 
Coaſt of Patagonia, they would probably not be 
able at laſt to find one better qualified to ſerve all 
the Purpoſes of the Court. 

Fe corichuded with deſiring the dag that an 


Addition miglit he made to who Allowance uſually 


* Sxhibited'to che Priſoners under his Care, chat he 


might not be out of Pocket by Priſon Room __ 


Bread and Water. | en Scl e 
Ahe Conrt ee in Wits fs very Fhafomdblc 


Requeſt? and 3 wretched O--x inſtantly to 


 bedeliverediu eee don veyed to the Place of Punch 
ett fm w fück ne Ceſfation was to bs Gini, 
80 Mercy to be'dxpolted. LN „be 


E Thus dat laſt the Court broke up; and the Mul- 


kitucke 6f Speskators teſtified their Satisfaction by 


the 10d Applauſes, which echoing through the 
Evurt,-atid being redouhled from without; quickly 
15 an End to my Sleep and Amuſement together; 
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